The danger of chronic suppuration from an indelible pencil is not generally recognised in this country, although it is well known on the Continent and in America. The condition is relatively rare in Britain,
but it is said to be common in America, particularly in the summer months due to the widely prevalent habit of working without a jacket, most of the injuries of this kind being sustained by accidentally pushing the hand against the point of a pencil which lies in the waistcoat pocket.
The typical lesion is due to the slow necrotising effect of the aniline dye of the pencil and may take one of three forms : (a) November, 1947 . He had been brushing his jacket when he caught the finger on the point of an indelible pencil which he had been carrying in the breast pocket. His father succeeded in removing a part of the lead. The finger continued to be painful and for the following three weeks it was treated by fomentations, but without any evidence of healing. He was seen at hospital three weeks after the injury.
On examination the lesion appeared as a purple-stained necrotic area about I" in diameter lying on the medial side of the pulp of the tip of the right ring finger surrounded by a ring of sodden epidermis. The whole digit was swollen and stiff, but there was no evidence of lymphangitis and no pus was got upon pressure (Fig. 1). 12(5 Fig. 1 Thk Rovai. Infirmary, Grkenock.
